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Message from the Mashiko Museum Director
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Message from the Leach Pottery Director

INEFTATVDEWLD LR BT EEZ 2020 F I —FIETRICHELBHICEITS &
IEEZRETLTVWADTLEI AT BB I N TATAD ) —FIEISBAoNNIE
ERSTVET ) —FIBEHRTFOMICIZTN00FICRIBVLDH ET . ZNIF FAKD
NESRELBEBATHLELVWEEIHAD T  I—Ur—ILNETEZEN.)—FIE
TRRLIBER Y IDOZN B RBELDEIEIEVIDIE KRN TT,

Wb EH e ) —FIBICRNCBA . ZLTHIBRBNMEENSZETLLI 2L
ICEDERIZERMZLIOTIEDTEDANILLLEDHTH Y KEIZEEHEITEHDTY,
FTOIDRBOLWESZEDI LTS L,

If you are reading this you are possibly considering applying to come and work with us
in 2020. We would like to be able to welcome you to the Leach Pottery, St Ives. The
Leach Pottery and Mashiko have a strong connection going back 100 years. This is a
living connection that we are keen to still foster today. The opportunity to come to the
Leach Pottery and learn from our skilled potters, work in our studio and broaden your
knowledge by travelling to Cornwall is something special.

There would be a warm welcome here for you, and new friendships to be made. It is the
connections we make with people that have the ability to change our work and lives
forever. | strongly encourage you to take this fantastic opportunity.

V—FIE ER
Libby Buckley
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History of Mashiko Museum Residency Program
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Leach Pottery Apprenticeship Program 2020
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The Leach Pottery
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JN—F—F +1J—F Bernard Leach (1887-1979)
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Bernard Leach was born and raised in the Far East where his father was a colonial
judge in Hong Kong and his maternal grandparents were missionaries in Japan.
As a young man he studied etching at the London School of Art before settling in
Japan where he became fascinated with pottery, eventually studying under
Kenzan VI.

In 1920 he returned to England and established the Leach Pottery with Shoji
Hamada, which became a major focal point for the studio pottery movement.

In the late 1920s he helped start the St Ives Society of Artists and, in 1949, was a
founder member of the Penwith Society of Arts together with Barbara Hepworth,
Ben Nicholson, and several prominent artists.

Bernard travelled extensively, sharing his knowledge and passion with potters
around the world. He died in 1979 at the age of 92.

HODIE Old Workshop
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This workshop was home to some of the most influential potters of the twentieth
century. Apprentices, students and visiting potters, influenced by Bernard
Leach’s writings and reputation, came to work at the Pottery.

The fireplace was the heart of the Pottery and it was from here that Bernard Leach
undertook critiques on individual pots and, using such examples as medieval pot
handles, taught and discussed his ideas and personal philosophy.

Z£ Kiln
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In 1920 Shoji Hamada and Bernard Leach built the first kiln on the site. Three
years later the Japanese engineer, chemist and potter, Tsurunoske Matsubayashi
(known as Matsu) arrived to replace this with a more professionally designed and
built, wood-fired three-chamber kiln, technically known as a semi-continuous
down draught kiln. This ‘climbing kiln" was the first in the West and is now a
Scheduled Monument. In the late 1930s it was modified to fire mostly with oil
and some wood for aesthetics.
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Image kindly provided by the Crafts Study Centre,
University for the Creative Arts.
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RENDIE Studio
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Today's Leach Studio is a contemporary workshop making our lines of Leach

Ware which is still individually thrown on the potter’s wheel and fired in our gas
reduction kilns.

Headed by our Lead Potter, the Studio provides a living and training for potters.
The Team comprises trained Production Potters and a mixture of Apprentices
and sometimes Volunteers. Such is the heritage of the Leach Pottery that today’s
Team continues to be international. They work in cooperation, making them
more effective in the range of pots they produce.

REABANCEDBNTWOBDH FEY A M TR TEET,
https://www.leachpottery.com/the-leach-studio/
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